[Transcatheter oily chemoembolization and intermittent hepatic artery infusion chemotherapy in the management of advanced hepatocellular carcinoma].
Between 1990 and 1997, 227 patients with hepatocellular carcinoma were treated by intrahepatic arterial injection of a Lipiodol-Epirubicin-Mitomycin C emulsion followed by intermittent hepatic artery infusion of Epirubicin, Mitomycin C and 5-FU, employing an implantable subcutaneous infusion port. A catheter was inserted percutaneously into the hepatic artery using the Seldinger technique. Objective remission was induced in 80% of the evaluable patients as evidenced by a decrease in their AFP and PIVKA II levels. These remissions were also confirmed by liver sonogram and CT scan showing decreased tumor volume. Transcatheter oily chemoembolization combined with intermittent hepatic artery infusion chemotherapy seems to be an effective treatment for unresectable hepatocellular carcinoma both for palliation of symptoms as well as prolongation of survival with good quality of life.